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Frank Butler, President    Tim Fischer, Deputy Policy Director 
Citizens Environment Alliance   Michigan Environmental Alliance 
FButler@whsc.on.ca    Tim@EnvironmentalCouncil.org 
phone:  519-973-0978    phone:  517-487-3606 x12 
 

Megan Owen, Executive Director   John D. DeLora, Chair 
Transportation Riders United   Mich Assoc of Railroad Passengers, Inc. 
mowens@detroittransit.org    jdelora@wowway.com 
Phone:  313-963-8872     phone:  313-575-6608 
 
 
Selected References: 

(1) Transport 2000 (Ontario) comments submitted to Ontario MOE on 03 March 2009 
[not shown on DRIC website, but included in Ontario MOE record for DRIC EA] 

(2) Citizens Environment Alliance comments submitted to MDOT on 29 May 2008  
http://www.partnershipborderstudy.com/pdf/DRIC_DEIS_Written_Comments_by_Advocacy_
Groups_Churches_&_Non-Profit_Agencies.pdf  (p. 16) 

(3) Michigan Environmental Council comments submitted to MDOT on 28 May 2008  
http://www.partnershipborderstudy.com/pdf/DRIC_DEIS_Written_Comments_by_Federal-
State-Local_Public_Agencies.pdf  (pp 38-41) 

(4) Transportation Riders United comments submitted to MDOT on 92 May 2008 
http://www.partnershipborderstudy.com/pdf/DRIC_DEIS_Written_Comments_by_Advocacy_
Groups_Churches_&_Non-Profit_Agencies.pdf  (pp 19-20 

(5) Michigan Association of Railroad Passengers comments submitted to MDOT on 29 May 2008 
http://www.partnershipborderstudy.com/pdf/DRIC_DEIS_Written_Comments_by_Advocacy_
Groups_Churches_&_Non-Profit_Agencies.pdf  (pp 1-8) 

(6) Dietrich R. Bergmann comments submitted to MDOT on 29 April 2008 
http://www.partnershipborderstudy.com/pdf/DRIC_DEIS_Written_Comments_by_Individuals.
pdf  (pp 40-54) 

(7) Dietrich R. Bergmann comments submitted to MDOT on 29 May 2008 
http://www.partnershipborderstudy.com/pdf/DRIC_DEIS_Written_Comments_by_Individuals.
pdf  (pp 2-6) 

(8) Dietrich R. Bergmann comments submitted to OMOT on 12 Dec 2008 
http://www.partnershipborderstudy.com/pdf/EA-Report/EA_AppendixD.pdf .  (pp 91-102) 

(9) Dietrich R. Bergmann comments submitted to MDOT on 05 Jan 2009.0528 
[attached to reference (10)] 

(10) Dietrich R. Bergmann comments submitted to Ontario MOE on 27 Feb 2009 
[not shown on DRIC website, but included in Ontario MOE record for DRIC EA] 
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Janet May <janet@smartgrowth.on.ca>  Mon, Jun 1, 2009 at 10:52 AM 
 
Reply-To: janet@smartgrowth.on.ca  

Dear Ms. McLennon: 

The Ontario Smart Growth Network, a network consisting of 64 member 
organizations, joins OSGN member Transport 2000 (Ontario) and five other 
organizations in the comments dated May 29, 2009 on the DRIC Environmental 
Assessment.  I have attached a copy of those comments. 

Yours sincerely,  

Janet May 
Executive Director 
Ontario Smart Growth Network 
215 Spadina Avenue, Suite 132 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5T 2C7 
416 533-1635 ext 3 

www.smartgrowth.on.ca 
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June 29, 2009

Catherine Mcl.ennon, Special Projects Officer
Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch
Ontario Ministry of the Environment (MOE)
VIA Fax: 416-314-8452

RE: Detroit River International Crossing (DRIC) Project Environmental Assessment

Dear Ms McLennon:

The Sierra Club Michigan Chapter and Southeast Michigan Group, on behalf of
the Sierra Club (US), join with the Michigan Environmental Council and several other
organizations in submitting the attached comments regarding Detroit River International
Crossing (DRIC) Project Environmental Assessment. The comments were originally
submitted by our colleagues on May 29th

, and we join them in their comments.

Please let me know if there are any questions about our submission. Thank you.

109 East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, Michigan 48906-4348
Phone: (517) 484-2372 Fax: (517) 484-3108 Web: http://michigim.sierraclub.org



 
 

24 Mercer Street, Toronto, ON M5V 1H3  
Ph: 416-960-9606  Fax: 416-960-0020 

ontariochapter@sierraclub.ca  
http://ontario.sierraclub.ca 

July 1, 2009 
To: Honorable Ontario Minister of the Environment, John Gerretsen 

via  Catherine McLennon,  Special Project Officer,  EA Project Coordination Section 
Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch 
Ministry of the Environment 
2 St. Clair Avenue West, Floor 12A,    Toronto ON   M4V 1L5 
Tel: 416-314-7222      800-461-6290 
Fax: 416-314-8452 
Email: catherine.mclennon@ontario.ca 

Re: Detroit River International Crossing (DRIC) Environmental Assessment (EA) prepared by the 
Ontario Ministry of Transportation (OMOT) 

  Ontario MOE File #:  05087 
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/eaab/projects/detroit_river.htm#   

Dear Minister Gerretsen: 

On May 29, 2009 six non-governmental organizations submitted to you a joint statement requesting that 
you not approve the DRIC highway undertaking proposed in the EA identified above.  The six 
organizations who issued the statement are as follows: 

• Transport 2000 (Ontario 
• Transport 2000 (Canada) 
• Citizens Environment Alliance (Windsor, ON) 
• Michigan Environmental Council 
• Transportation Riders United (Detroit, MI), and  
• Michigan Association of Railroad Passengers, Inc. 

We understand that on Monday, June 1, 2009 the following organization endorsed the joint statement: 
• Ontario Smart Growth Network (OSGN) 

We also understand that on Monday, June 29, 2009 our sister organization in Michigan endorsed the joint 
statement… 

• Sierra Club Michigan Chapter 

This is to advise you that the Sierra Club Ontario also endorses the May 29, 2009 statement. 

Respectfully, 

 
Dan McDermott, Director 
Sierra Club Ontario 

mailto:catherine.mclennon@ontario.ca
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/eaab/projects/detroit_river.htm


148 East Front Street 
Suite 301 

Traverse City, MI 49684 
tel: 231-941-6584 
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July 29, 2009

Honorable Ontario Minister of the Environment John Gerretsen
c/o Catherine McLennon, Special Projects Officer 
Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch 
Ontario Ministry of the Environment (MOE) 
VIA e-mail: Catherine.McLennon@ontario.ca 

Dear Mr. Gerretsen,

The Michigan Land Use Institute is a statewide, member-based citizen organization 
dedicated to advancing sustainable, prosperity-building solutions for land use, agricultural, 
transportation, and energy challenges of the 21st century.

The Institute has reviewed the comments to your office regarding the proposed Detroit 
River International Crossing Project that were jointly submitted on May 29 by Transport 
2000 (Ontario), Transport 2000 (Canada), Citizens Environment Alliance  (Windsor, ON), 
Michigan Environmental Council, Transportation Riders United, and Michigan Association 
of Railroad Passengers Inc., and since endorsed by Ontario Smart Growth Network and 
Sierra Club Michigan. We wholeheartedly endorse those comments. 

Given our focus on transportation, community design, and energy policy, we are 
particularly interested in the public transit and intermodal transportation options that the 
comments underline, and that your department ignores in a rush to build more highways  
and bridges.

These rail-based options present a powerful opportunity for investing taxpayer dollars to 
lessen, rather than increase, oil consumption and air pollution, including greenhouse gas 
emissions; facilitate transportation strategies and investments that look to the future, not 
the past; and encourage new development and economic growth in city centers, rather than 
outlying areas.

Enhanced tunnel public transit and intermodal transportation would also facilitate increased 
citizen-driven economic activity on both sides of the border by reducing the heavy truck 
traffic that currently causes long delays at the Detroit border crossing in both directions.

The Institute urges your department to take a closer, critical look at its proposal from 
economic and environmental perspectives. Canada and Ontario have often been leaders 
in these regards; many U.S. citizens often look to your region and country for inspiration 
on such issues. It would be ashamed to harm that tradition now, when forward-looking 
leadership is so badly needed.

				    Sincerely,

				    Hans Voss
				    Executive Director




