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Coali&on calls for ac&on to curb lethal danger of pickups and large SUVs 
 
[Media release and report embargoed un3l 8am, April 18, 2024] 
 
TORONTO (April 18, 2024): An Ontario-wide coali3on of road safety and community groups 
(C.R.A.S.H.) today released its report --- “Oversized Danger” --- about the lethal danger of 
pickups and large SUVs. The coali3on’s recommenda3ons call for ac3on from all three levels of 
government to protect pedestrians, persons with disabili3es, and cyclists.  
 
“The U.S. experience offers a cau3onary tale about the consequences of an unchecked increase 
in pickups and large SUVs,” said lawyer Sonam Sapra on behalf of Bike Law Canada. “Pedestrian 
deaths in the U.S. have surged over the past decade. If we want to avoid the same tragic 
outcome in Canada, there is no 3me to lose.”  
 
In the U.S. the rise in pedestrian and cyclist fatali3es since 2009 has coincided with the 
prolifera3on of pickups and large SUVs. (Between 2010 and 2019, pedestrian fatali3es 
increased by 50%, even as deaths of motorists remained largely unchanged.) In Ontario, a 2020 
pedestrian fatality causa3on study by the Ministry of Transporta3on reported that a pedestrian 
hit by a light truck is 3.4 3mes more likely to die than if hit by a conven3onal car. In contrast to 
the U.S., the number of pedestrian deaths in Ontario has remained fairly steady albeit 
increasing to 22% as a propor3on of total road deaths. At the same 3me, sales of larger 
passenger vehicles in Canada, especially pickups, are soaring.  
 
Recent research points to the higher front-end of pickups and large SUVs as a key predictor of 
pedestrian fatality in crashes, dis3nguishing between vehicle front-end heights that measure 
more than 1.25 metres (70% of pickups and large SUVs) or less than 1.25 metres (almost all 
cars). Canada’s most popular selling vehicle, the Ford F-150 pickup has a front-end height of 
almost 1.4 metres (from the ground to the hood), compared to less than 1.0 metres for the 
Toyota Corolla. The consequence of the higher front-end is that a vic3m’s upper body (head 
and thorax) is more likely to absorb the impact, instead of the legs of a vic3m who is then 
thrown onto the hood. (A pedestrian hit by a pickup or large SUV, may also be thrown 
backward, then run over by the vehicle.) Given their shorter height, women and children on 
foot are as much as eight 3mes more likely to be killed in crashes with pickups and large SUVs.  
 
Researchers have likewise iden3fied the greater weight, and therefore the greater kine3c force, 
of pickups and large SUVs in making them more deadly in crashes with pedestrians and cyclists.   
 
“Other jurisdic3ons are beginning to act to curtail the use of pickups and large SUVs, mo3vated 
by a range of factors including greater road danger, excess demand on urban space for parking, 
and higher tailpipe emissions that contribute to climate change,“ said law Professor Christopher 
Waters, represen3ng Bike Windsor Essex, a coali3on member. “But while others respond, in 
Ontario --- and Canada more generally --- we've been sleepwalking into a vehicle 'arm's race' in 
which we all lose."  
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MEdfQcQh5SrlWl3nOc65ZurF4qJKaInX/view?usp=sharing
https://www.iihs.org/topics/fatality-statistics/detail/pedestrians#:~:text=Posted%20May%202023.-,Trends,their%20lowest%20point%20in%202009.
https://www.iihs.org/topics/fatality-statistics/detail/bicyclists
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1knzg0yiNks5A7jjZmEqmApJT2-i4jL6X/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12jTGwZtb3Zw1J9rW_f7qsH-lal6PVG5L/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116120091264507829093&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/about-here-suvs-1.6411168
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/about-here-suvs-1.6411168
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The coali3on’s recommenda3ons include calls for the federal government to change vehicle 
design specifica3ons, require safety warnings in vehicle ads, and to include the safety of 
pedestrians and cyclists in its vehicle safety assessments. Provinces are urged to require more 
stringent driver’s licence requirements for operators of pickups and large SUVs and the 
(re)introduc3on, on a sliding scale, of licence renewal fees based on a vehicle’s danger to 
pedestrians and cyclists. Ci3es are called upon to increase parking fees related to vehicle size 
and to review their vehicle purchasing policies.  
 
“The research makes clear that pedestrians and cyclists are more likely to be hit by a pickup or 
large SUV, and if hit, then more likely to die,” said Albert Koehl, environmental lawyer and 
coordinator of Community Bikeways. “We are coun3ng on each level of government to step 
forward, acknowledge the problem, and to take decisive, 3mely ac3on in the public interest.”  
 
At a symposium at the University of Toronto on Thursday, April 18, from 12noon to 3pm, 
hosted by the University of Windsor’s Centre for Ci3es and the University of Toronto’s Mobility 
Network, the coali3on will present its report and recommenda3ons. (Rm 2214, OISE, 252 Bloor 
Street West). A media event at 10am on the same day will take place immediately adjacent to 
the east side of OISE. 
 
 
Contacts: 
Albert Koehl, Community Bikeways: albert@koehl.ca, tel. 647 985 3754 
Prof Chris Waters: Bike Windsor Essex, cwaters@uwindsor.ca, tel. 519-560-7222 
Patrick Brown/Sonam Sapra: Bike Law Canada, pbrown@mcleishorlando.com, 
ssapra@mcleishorlando.ca, tel. 416-366-3311 Ext 6521 
 
 
 
The Coali*on to Reduce Auto Size Hazards (C.R.A.S.H.) includes 16 groups from around Ontario: 
Advocacy for Respect for Cyclists (ARC), Bike Law Canada, Bike Windsor Essex, Bridging Overlea (Toronto), 
Ci*zens Environment Alliance (Windsor), Community Bikeways (TCBC), Cycle Toronto, CycleWR 
(Waterloo), Environment Hamilton, Friends and Families for Safe Streets (FFSS), Going the Extra Mile for 
Safety (GEMS), Guelph Coali*on for Ac*ve Transporta*on (GCAT), London Cycle Link, Safe Parkside, TTC 
Riders, and Walk Toronto. 
 
 
 
Backgrounder 
 
In Ontario, as in the rest of Canada, light trucks have come to dominate new vehicle sales. 
Between 2010 and 2022 in Ontario, the sale of “trucks” (primarily SUVs and pickups) increased 
from 325,000 to 520,000 vehicles while car sales dropped from 260,000 to 135,000. In 2023, 
Ontario recorded its highest-ever sales for light trucks, reaching 83% of all new vehicle sales. In 
par3cular, the sale of pickup trucks has risen drama3cally. 

mailto:cwaters@uwindsor.ca
mailto:pbrown@mcleishorlando.com
mailto:ssapra@mcleishorlando.ca
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=2010000201&pickMembers%5B0%5D=1.7&cubeTimeFrame.startYear=2010&cubeTimeFrame.endYear=2022&referencePeriods=20100101%2C20220101
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Although individuals in large vehicles are safer in crashes, a 2004 study by White, “The Arms 
Race on American Roads: The Effect of SUVs and Pickup Trucks on Traffic Safety,” using U.S. 
crash data for 1995-2001, found that larger vehicles were crea3ng more dangerous road 
condi3ons in aggregate. The study es3mated that for every life saved by an individual switching 
from a car to a light truck, 4.3 fatali3es occurred among other drivers, pedestrians, and cyclists.  
 
Professor Jus3n Tyndall, “Pedestrian Deaths and Large Vehicles,” in a 2021 study found that for 
the period 2000-2019 in the U.S., an es3mated “8,131 pedestrian lives would have been saved 
if all light trucks had been cars. The reduc3on would be equal to avoiding 9.5% of all pedestrian 
deaths.”   
 
In a more recent (2024) study, “The Effect of Front-end Vehicle Height on Pedestrian Death 
Risk,” Tyndall found that a 10 cm increase in vehicle height is associated with an es3mated 22% 
increase in fatality risk for a pedestrian that is struck. He reported that if all vehicles in the U.S. 
had a front-end height of 1.25 metres or less, over 500 pedestrian lives would be saved; and if 
all vehicle front-ends were capped at 1 metre, the number of lives saved would rise to 1,350.  
 
Hood height of passenger trucks increased by 11% since 2000, while weight increased by 24% in 
the same period in the U.S., according to Consumer Reports. 
 
Edwards and Leonard in a 2022 study, “Effects of Large Vehicles on Pedestrian and Pedal-cyclist 
Injury Severity” found that a child (under age 18) struck by an SUV was eight 3mes more likely 
to be killed than a child hit by a passenger car, while a senior (aged 65 and over) struck by a 
pickup truck was nearly three 3mes more likely to be killed compared to a senior struck by a 
passenger car. The study also reported that a pedestrian or (pedal) cyclist struck by a pickup 
truck was 4.7 3mes more likely to die as a result of the crash.  
 
The (U.S.) Insurance Ins3tute for Highway Safety (IIHS) reported in March 2022 that certain 
types of crashes with pedestrians, including ones where the vehicle was making a turn, are 
more likely to occur with SUVs, pickups, vans, and minivans. The higher height of pickups and 
SUVs as well as roof support pillars,are suspected of crea3ng more driver blind spots. “At 
intersec3ons,” according to the IIHS, “the odds that a crash that killed a crossing pedestrian 
involved a lep turn by the vehicle versus no turn were about twice as high for SUVs, nearly 3 
3mes as high for vans and minivans and nearly 4 3mes as high for pickups as they were for 
cars.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/stable/pdf/10.1086/422979.pdf?refreqid=fastly-default%3A3b550e9700c6341ed880017cf65619d6&ab_segments=0%2Fbasic_search_gsv2%2Fcontrol&origin=&initiator=search-results&acceptTC=1
https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.torontopubliclibrary.ca/stable/pdf/10.1086/422979.pdf?refreqid=fastly-default%3A3b550e9700c6341ed880017cf65619d6&ab_segments=0%2Fbasic_search_gsv2%2Fcontrol&origin=&initiator=search-results&acceptTC=1
https://www.consumerreports.org/cars/car-safety/the-hidden-danger-of-big-pickup-trucks-a9662450602/#:~:text=Research%20has%20found%20that%20modern,pedestrians%20and%20smaller%2C%20lighter%20vehicles.
https://www.consumerreports.org/cars/car-safety/the-hidden-danger-of-big-pickup-trucks-a9662450602/#:~:text=Research%20has%20found%20that%20modern,pedestrians%20and%20smaller%2C%20lighter%20vehicles.
https://www.consumerreports.org/cars/car-safety/the-hidden-danger-of-big-pickup-trucks-a9662450602/#:~:text=Research%20has%20found%20that%20modern,pedestrians%20and%20smaller%2C%20lighter%20vehicles.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0022437522000810?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0022437522000810?via%3Dihub
https://www.iihs.org/news/detail/suvs-other-large-vehicles-often-hit-pedestrians-while-turning

